SPS Marketing has developed a new
carbon cutter designed for use with fire-
arms. An environmentally friendly prod-
uct, it is non-flammable, non-hazardous
and is biodegradable. It is actually a wa-
ter-based product rather than petroleum
based like someothersandispart of acom-
plete system available from SPS that in-
cludes a cleaner/degreaser and gun lubri-
cant.

When | was provided with the oppor-
tunity to test the SLIP 2000 Carbon Cut-
ter, | could not help but to feel a pang of
guilt. As Greg Connor, President of SPS
Marketing, gave methe salespitch and ex-
plained how this carbon cutter would out
perform anything | have used in the past,
all I could think of was my personal M16
Carbine and its lack of regular mainte-
nance. Greg told me all | had to do was
soak the parts for a few minutes and the
carbonwouldjust wipeaway. “ Oh, yeah!”
| thought. “He has never seenmy M16.”

Thisparticular riflewasmanufactured
for the purpose of being a test platform
for various types of buffers, trigger sys-
tems, gas systems, upper receivers, etc. It
wasjust onthetail end of an ammo endur-
ance test where | ran several thousand

Right: M 16 bolt before cleaning .
Even with several thousand rounds
worth of carbon buildup, it wiped
clean after a 20 minute soak in the
Slip 2000 Carbon Cultter.
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SLIP 2000 CARBON CUTTER

Text & Photos by leff W. Zimba

Thanks to the folks from SLIP 2000, it
now takes longer to get your gun dirty

than it does to clean it.

roundsof 5.56x45mm ammunition through
it. Thetest wasconducted over along pe-
riod and thegunwasnever cleaned. Some
of thistesting waswhileusing asound sup-
pressor soitwasactually alittledirtier than
it normally should have been. Though the
rifle functioned flawlessly throughout the
testing, it was now getting to be the time
for aserious cleaning. The action was ac-
tually becoming “gummy” and needed
every ounce of the buffer spring to close
the bolt.

The bolt and carrier were at the point
wherethey werea most stuck together with
carbon. Under close inspection, it looked
as though the bolt was actually growing
thestuff. Thegasringswere acting asone
piece. The upper receiver was also well
coated abovethegastubearoundthearea
of the bolt carrier key. The carrier cam pin
andtherear of thebolt wereencrusted with

a hard coating of carbon buildup and
looked like something that should have
been chipped or chiseled off.

| opened the 160z bottle of Carbon
Cutter and removed the wire hangers pro-
vided with the system. Using the hangers,
| dropped the bolt, bolt carrier, cam pin
andfiring pininto the solution and looked
at my watch. | worked on another project
for 20 minutes or so, and then removed
the parts from the jar. Upon wiping them
withadry cloth, | wasextremely impressed
with the amount of carbon that really was
easily wiping off; just like Greg said it
would.

Thelower receiver was disassembled
and it, along with the upper receiver was
sprayed with a generous portion of the
SLIP 2000 725 Gun Cleaner & Degreaser.
Thereceiversandtheir internal partswere
allowed to soak for a short time and
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cleanedinthe samemanner. All thegrease,
dirt and carbon was then wiped away and
soon the entire rifle was completely
cleaned and ready for oiling with the SLIP
2000 Gun Lube and reassembled.
Onethingyou must beaware of isthat
SL1P 2000 Carbon Cutter is awater-based
product and will completely remove any
oil protection from the partsyou are clean-
ing. Thismeansyou must oil and lubricate
every part you clean becauseit will be ex-
tremely susceptible to rust if left unpro-
tected. Treating and oiling the firearm and
its parts with the SLIP 2000 Gun L ube &f-
ter using the Carbon Cutter will also cut

down on time in the next cleaning. Above The rear of the bolt before cleaning. The gas rings were almost

SPSismarketing afew accessoriesfor  gtuck together and the carbon buildup was rock hard.
their cleaning system that can make your

cleaning experiencealittle easier and pos-
sibly more effective. A parts washer is
availablefor usewith the 725 Gun Cleaner
and Degreaser. It is shipped with a bulk
container of concentrate that allows you
to mix 4 to 5 gallons of 725 Cleaner/
Degreaser and resembles a small automo-
tive partswasher. Y ou can also purchasea
soak tank for use with the Carbon Cuitter.
Thesoak tank includesasubmersible parts
tray. This tank holds 1 gallon of Carbon
Cutter and will accommodate parts up to
12 inches in length.

Summary Above: The upper handguard during cleaning. This handguard liner was
sprayed with an even coat of SLIP 2000 725 Gun Cleaner and Degreaser. The
Having owned variants of the M16 photo illustrates one pass with a dry rag over the top of the liner. The buildup

and AR-15 for a number of years, | have ~ just wiped away.
had ample opportunity to clean these same = v
carbon encrusted parts many times. The
removal of this much carbon in the past
hasrequired cleaning solventsalong with
lots of scrubbing with a small wire brush
necessitating alot of time. Asnasty asmy
demo gun was, the Carbon Cutter worked
exactly asit was advertised. | have never
used a carbon cutter that was as fast and
effective as the SLIP 2000 Carbon Cutter
and | will definitely be making it standard
equipment in my supply locker.
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